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US Patent No. 
1: 
A total of 9,957 
patents were issued 
before starting a 
numbering system.
On 13 July 1836, 
US patent no. 1 
was issued to John 
Ruggles for a traction 
wheel for steam 
locomotives.

1849
Abraham Lincoln 
receives a patent 
for a ‘manner of 
buoying vessels’,  
still the only US 
president to receive 
his own patent.

First US patent
Issued on 31 July 1790 
to Samuel Hopkins. 
This related to a process 
of making potash - 
an ingredient used in 
fertilizer. The first patent 
was signed by President 
George Washington.

US Patent No. 
2,000,000: 

Issued on 30 April 
1935 to Joseph 
Ledwinka. This 

related to a vehicle 
wheel to increase the 
safety and longevity 

of pneumatic tires.

US Patent No. 
6,000,000: 

Issued on 7 December 
1999 to 3Com 

Corporation’s Palm 
Computing. This related 

to an extendible method 
and apparatus for 

synchronizing multiple 
files on two different 

computer systems.

1880
Thomas Edison receives 

his first patent for an 
“electric lamp”.

US Patent No.
10,000:
Issued on 6 
September 1853 
to Benjamin Irving. 
This related to a 
paddle wheel.

US Patent No. 
4,000,000: 
Issued on 28 
December 1976, to 
Robert Mendenhall. 
This related to a 
process for recycling 
asphalt aggregate 
compositions.

US Patent No. 
8,000,000: 
Issued on 16 August 
2011 to Second Sight 
Medical Products, Inc. 
This related to a visual 
prosthesis apparatus.

US Patent No. 
1,000:
Issued on 3 
November 1838 to 
Fowler M. Ray. This 
related to a spring 
for railroad cars.

US Patent No. 
3,000,000: 
Issued on 12 

September 1961 to 
Kenneth Eldredge. 
This related to an 

automated system 
that translated 

letters, numbers 
and symbols to data 

processing code.

US Patent No. 7,000,000: 
Issued on 14 February 2006 
to E. I. du Pont de Nemours. 
This related to a process for 
producing polysaccharide 
fibres.

US Patent No.
1,000,000: 

Issued on 8 August 
1911 to Francis H. 

Holton. This related 
to a tubeless  

vehicle tire.

1940
Walt Disney 

receives a patent 
for ‘the art of 

animation’, 
creating what is  

now a multi-billion-
dollar industry.

US Patent No. 
5,000,000: 
Issued on 19 
March 1991, to the 
University of Florida. 
This related to an 
innovative way 
of producing fuel 
ethanol.

US Patent No. 
9,000,000: 
Issued on 7 April 2015 
to Wiperfill Holdings 
LLC. This related to a 
system of collecting 
rainwater to replenish 
a windshield wiper 
reservoir and windshield 
washer conditioner.

US Patent No. 
10,000,000: 
Issued on 19 June 
2018 to Raytheon 
Company. The patent 
describes a method 
of bouncing lasers 
off of targets to 
figure out their 
range and velocity.
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Patent numbers over time 
1906

Wright brothers 
receive a patent for  
a “flying machine”.

US Patent No. 
100,000: Issued on 

22 February 1870 
to John Anderson.  

This related to a
sun-bonnet for horses.
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